A method for the quantitative assay of urinary 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid (5HIAA) is presented. The limits of accuracy and precision obtained reflect good recovery and reproducibility. The relatively high recovery is largely due to maintaining a low distribution coefficient of 5-HIAA during purification of the aqueous extract with chloroform.
of urinary 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid has attained clinical importance with increasing interest in indole metabolism.
Urinary 5-HIAA levels have largely been determined by the use of an extraction procedure described by Udenfriend et al. (1) . The author has found, as have others (2) , that this method produces inconsistent results on varying dilutions of a given urine sample and suggests the following extraction procedure to circumvent the source of error. 
Materials and Methods
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Discussion
The extraction procedure is summarized as: (1) 
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Proper allowances were made for the activity coefficients of NaCI at the various concentrations (5) .
